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““The right to search for The right to search for 
truth implies also a duty: truth implies also a duty: 
one must not conceal one must not conceal 
any part of what one has any part of what one has 
recognized to be true.”recognized to be true.”

A. EinsteinA. Einstein



Dr. Mark Geier & David GeierDr. Mark Geier & David Geier

•• Published > 20 articles in the peerPublished > 20 articles in the peer--reviewed reviewed 
medical literature dealing with the Vaccine medical literature dealing with the Vaccine 
Adverse Event Reporting System (VAERS) Adverse Event Reporting System (VAERS) 
database.database.

•• The only outside investigators who have The only outside investigators who have 
had any access at all to the VSD database.had any access at all to the VSD database.

•• Supporters of safe and effective vaccines.Supporters of safe and effective vaccines.



THE CRISISTHE CRISIS



1 OUT OF 6 CHILDREN ARE 1 OUT OF 6 CHILDREN ARE 
DIAGNOSED WITH A DIAGNOSED WITH A 

DEVELOPMENTAL DISORDERDEVELOPMENTAL DISORDER

1 IN 166 CHILDREN ARE DIAGNOSED 1 IN 166 CHILDREN ARE DIAGNOSED 
WITH AN AUTISM SPECTRUM WITH AN AUTISM SPECTRUM 

DISORDER DISORDER 



Dr. Stephen Cochi, head of Dr. Stephen Cochi, head of 
the national immunization the national immunization 

program atprogram at
the U.S. Centers for the U.S. Centers for 
Disease Control and Disease Control and 

Prevention, argues thatPrevention, argues that
only "junk scientists and only "junk scientists and 
charlatans" support the charlatans" support the 

thimerosalthimerosal--autismautism
link.link.
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ThimerosalThimerosal--Neurodevelopmental Disorder RelationshipNeurodevelopmental Disorder Relationship
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_____________________________
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The Office of Special Council (OSC) today forwarded to Congress The Office of Special Council (OSC) today forwarded to Congress hundreds of hundreds of 
disclosures alleging public health and safety concerns about chidisclosures alleging public health and safety concerns about childhood vaccines that ldhood vaccines that 
include a mercuryinclude a mercury--based preservative known as thimerosal, and its possible link tobased preservative known as thimerosal, and its possible link to
neurological disorders, including autism. Notwithstanding a new neurological disorders, including autism. Notwithstanding a new Institute of Medicine Institute of Medicine 
study released yesterday that concludes there is no link betweenstudy released yesterday that concludes there is no link between thimerosal and thimerosal and 
autism, the OSC sent copies of the letters to both Senator Judd autism, the OSC sent copies of the letters to both Senator Judd Gregg and Rep. Joe Gregg and Rep. Joe 
Barton, to ensure the proper Congressional oversight committees Barton, to ensure the proper Congressional oversight committees are aware of these are aware of these 
serious allegations…In addition, the disclosures allege, among oserious allegations…In addition, the disclosures allege, among other things, that some ther things, that some 
datasets showing a relationship between thimerosal/mercury and ndatasets showing a relationship between thimerosal/mercury and neurological eurological 
disorders no longer exist, that independent researchers have beedisorders no longer exist, that independent researchers have been arbitrary denied n arbitrary denied 
access to CDC databases…The disclosures also allege that the CDCaccess to CDC databases…The disclosures also allege that the CDC and FDA colluded and FDA colluded 
with pharmaceutical companies at a conference in Norcross, Georgwith pharmaceutical companies at a conference in Norcross, Georgia, in June 2000, to ia, in June 2000, to 
prevent the release of a study which showed a statistical correlprevent the release of a study which showed a statistical correlation between ation between 
thimerosal/mercury exposure through pediatrics vaccines and neurthimerosal/mercury exposure through pediatrics vaccines and neurological ological 
disorders…disorders…I believe that these allegations raise serious continuing concerI believe that these allegations raise serious continuing concerns about the ns about the 
administration of the nations’ vaccine program and the governmenadministration of the nations’ vaccine program and the government’s possible t’s possible 
inadequate response to the growing body of scientific research oinadequate response to the growing body of scientific research on the public health n the public health 
danger of mercury in vaccines.danger of mercury in vaccines.



This letter is in response to you April 3, 2004 correspondence, This letter is in response to you April 3, 2004 correspondence, which which 
arrived at our office from Mr. Kenneth M. Donohue, acting in hisarrived at our office from Mr. Kenneth M. Donohue, acting in his capacity capacity 
as Chairman of the Investigations Committee, President’s Councilas Chairman of the Investigations Committee, President’s Council on on 
Integrity and Efficiency (PCIE). In his letter to this office, MIntegrity and Efficiency (PCIE). In his letter to this office, Mr. Donohue r. Donohue 
expressed concern over your allegation Thimerosal is being used expressed concern over your allegation Thimerosal is being used “in “in 
order to increase the manufacturer’s profit margins”…order to increase the manufacturer’s profit margins”…Upon review of the Upon review of the 
correspondence you provided to the PCIE, in conjunction with furcorrespondence you provided to the PCIE, in conjunction with further ther 
research into the matter, we have determined that your above allresearch into the matter, we have determined that your above allegation egation 
represents a potential conflictrepresents a potential conflict--ofof--interest issue which may be criminal in interest issue which may be criminal in 
nature and therefore falls within the Department of Health and Hnature and therefore falls within the Department of Health and Human uman 
Services (HHS), Office of Inspector General (OIG), Office of InvServices (HHS), Office of Inspector General (OIG), Office of Investigations’ estigations’ 
(OI) authority to investigate(OI) authority to investigate..





ChronologyChronology
ofof

our access to theour access to the
VSDVSD



Phase I:Phase I:

CDC ApprovalCDC Approval

August 2002 August 2002 –– December 2002December 2002



•• Our first attempts to get access to the VSD Our first attempts to get access to the VSD 
database began in database began in early August 2002early August 2002..

•• The CDC VSD approval process The CDC VSD approval process lasted lasted 
approximately 5 monthsapproximately 5 months..

•• Our Our final proposal submitted in this approval final proposal submitted in this approval 
process was almost 200 pages longprocess was almost 200 pages long..

•• CDC stated in their approval letter of 31 December CDC stated in their approval letter of 31 December 
2002, “2002, “In our previous letters as well as in this In our previous letters as well as in this 
final letter, we provide feedback to your proposals, final letter, we provide feedback to your proposals, 
which may facilitate all the steps in the data which may facilitate all the steps in the data 
sharing processsharing process..””



Phase II:Phase II:

HMO IRB ApprovalHMO IRB Approval

January 2003 January 2003 –– June 2003June 2003



•• Our first attempts to get HMO IRB approval began Our first attempts to get HMO IRB approval began 
in in early January 2003early January 2003..

•• We made contact with the HMO IRBs at We made contact with the HMO IRBs at Group Group 
Health Cooperative, NorthHealth Cooperative, North--West Kaiser, Northern West Kaiser, Northern 
California Kaiser, Southern California Kaiser, California Kaiser, Southern California Kaiser, 
Kaiser Colorado, and UCLAKaiser Colorado, and UCLA--HarborHarbor (the CDC (the CDC 
provided incomplete HMO IRB information provided incomplete HMO IRB information –– For For 
example, no contact information was provided for example, no contact information was provided for 
Harvard PilgrimHarvard Pilgrim).).

•• Each HMO in VSD had its own policies regarding Each HMO in VSD had its own policies regarding 
Human Subject FormsHuman Subject Forms, , patient confidentiality patient confidentiality 
classroom requirementsclassroom requirements, and the , and the format our format our 
proposals needed to be submittedproposals needed to be submitted..



A Case in Point of A Case in Point of 
Difficulties:Difficulties:

UCLAUCLA--HarborHarbor



•• UCLAUCLA--Harbor did not have its own IRB, but Harbor did not have its own IRB, but hired a hired a 
private company to be its IRBprivate company to be its IRB..

•• The The private IRB required us to separate all of our private IRB required us to separate all of our 
22 projects into separate proposals, and would 22 projects into separate proposals, and would 
review only 1 proposal at a timereview only 1 proposal at a time..

•• The The private IRB then requested $1,500 per private IRB then requested $1,500 per 
proposal to review our materialsproposal to review our materials..

•• The The contact person (Stewart Laidlaw) was contact person (Stewart Laidlaw) was 
unwilling to participate in arranged conference unwilling to participate in arranged conference 
calls between us, him, and representatives of calls between us, him, and representatives of 
CongressCongress to workto work--out the issues that had arisen.out the issues that had arisen.



Our Final HMO Approvals:Our Final HMO Approvals:

Northern California Kaiser, Southern Northern California Kaiser, Southern 
California Kaiser, NorthCalifornia Kaiser, North--West Kaiser, West Kaiser, 

Group Health Cooperative, and Group Health Cooperative, and 
Kaiser ColoradoKaiser Colorado



ReRe--Analysis of CDC Analysis of CDC 
Publications from VSD Publications from VSD 

DifficultiesDifficulties



•• On 3 January 2003 we submitted a new set of 11 proposals to the On 3 January 2003 we submitted a new set of 11 proposals to the CDC CDC 
requesting that we be allowed to rerequesting that we be allowed to re--analyze data from CDC published studies analyze data from CDC published studies 
that examined the VSD databasethat examined the VSD database..

Examples of the CDC’s Responses:Examples of the CDC’s Responses:

•• Safety of Neonatal Hepatitis B AdministrationSafety of Neonatal Hepatitis B Administration, we were informed that the CDC , we were informed that the CDC 
spoke with the studyspoke with the study’’s primary author and determined that the datasets for the s primary author and determined that the datasets for the 
study will not be available in a format acceptable for restudy will not be available in a format acceptable for re--analysisanalysis. Subsequent . Subsequent 
communication revealed that the communication revealed that the dataset was stored on obsolete mediadataset was stored on obsolete media, then it , then it 
was acknowledged that the was acknowledged that the dataset had been damageddataset had been damaged, and finally it was , and finally it was 
revealed that the dataset containing the raw data revealed that the dataset containing the raw data no longer existedno longer existed..

•• Risk of Chronic Arthropathy Among Women After Rubella VaccinatioRisk of Chronic Arthropathy Among Women After Rubella Vaccinationn, we , we 
were informed that the dataset for this study did not reside at were informed that the dataset for this study did not reside at the CDC, but the CDC, but 
rather at one of the CDCrather at one of the CDC’’s participating VSD sites, and that s participating VSD sites, and that the primary author the primary author 
was still conducting a search of these data elements even thoughwas still conducting a search of these data elements even though the study the study 
was published many years earlierwas published many years earlier..

•• Thimerosal Screening AnalysisThimerosal Screening Analysis, we were informed that the intermediate , we were informed that the intermediate 
datasets (February 2000, June 2000, July 2001, etc.) for this stdatasets (February 2000, June 2000, July 2001, etc.) for this study udy showing a showing a 
significant relationship between thimerosal exposure and neurodesignificant relationship between thimerosal exposure and neurodevelopmental velopmental 
disorders no longer existdisorders no longer exist..



Phase III:Phase III:

Challenges in CDC Challenges in CDC 
Providing us Access to Providing us Access to 

the Physical VSDthe Physical VSD

July 2003 July 2003 –– October 2003October 2003



•• VSD Assembly Issues VSD Assembly Issues –– CDC restricts data in our VSD CDC restricts data in our VSD 
datasetsdatasets..

•• CDC RDC User Fees: Initial flat rate of CDC RDC User Fees: Initial flat rate of $3,208.85$3,208.85 for 2 days for 2 days 
access & VSD dataset assembly; additional daily fee of access & VSD dataset assembly; additional daily fee of 
$779.58$779.58

•• Number of Access Days: Minimum 2 days to Maximum 10 Number of Access Days: Minimum 2 days to Maximum 10 
days.days.

•• RDC Access Restrictions: 2 persons per computer, no cell RDC Access Restrictions: 2 persons per computer, no cell 
phones, pagers, or other electronic devices, and all output phones, pagers, or other electronic devices, and all output 
was subject to was subject to disclosure review before it could be disclosure review before it could be 
removed from the RDCremoved from the RDC.

•• VSD is in SAS FormatVSD is in SAS Format –– NO HELP PROVIDED NO HELP PROVIDED –– We had to We had to 
postpone our access to the VSD to get a SAS programmer.postpone our access to the VSD to get a SAS programmer.



CDC Attacks our CDC Attacks our 
Examination of VSD before Examination of VSD before 

we see the Databasewe see the Database

VerstraetenVerstraeten T, T, DeStefanoDeStefano F, Chen RT, Miller E. F, Chen RT, Miller E. 
Vaccine surveillance using large linked databases: Vaccine surveillance using large linked databases: 
opportunities, hazards and proposed guidelines. opportunities, hazards and proposed guidelines. 

Expert Review of Vaccines 2003;2:21Expert Review of Vaccines 2003;2:21--29.29.



““Another potential hazard lies in the unrestricted use of Another potential hazard lies in the unrestricted use of LLDBsLLDBs
[Large Linked Databases] for screening or hypothesis [Large Linked Databases] for screening or hypothesis 

generating purpose, as has been carried out with the VAERS generating purpose, as has been carried out with the VAERS 
database [The authors referenced some of our previous studies database [The authors referenced some of our previous studies 

in VAERS]. When using retrospective cohorts derived from in VAERS]. When using retrospective cohorts derived from 
LLDBsLLDBs, a clear distinction must be made between an , a clear distinction must be made between an 

exploratory study undertaken as a hypothesisexploratory study undertaken as a hypothesis--generating generating 
exercise and a study undertaken to test an explicit a priori exercise and a study undertaken to test an explicit a priori 

hypothesis. Ideally, exploratory analyses should be undertaken hypothesis. Ideally, exploratory analyses should be undertaken 
with a view to conducting a formal hypothesiswith a view to conducting a formal hypothesis--testing study if testing study if 
evidence of a significantly increased risk is found in particulaevidence of a significantly increased risk is found in particular r 

postvaccinationpostvaccination period. This is ever more important in the period. This is ever more important in the 
current publiccurrent public--health environment of mistrust and litigation, health environment of mistrust and litigation, 

where any suspected association can give rise to further where any suspected association can give rise to further 
mistrust before it is ever validated in a formal hypothesismistrust before it is ever validated in a formal hypothesis--

testing study.testing study.””



Phase IV:Phase IV:

VSD Access at the RDC VSD Access at the RDC 
Part IPart I

99--10 October 200310 October 2003



•• The RDC is guarded by armed guards, and we were The RDC is guarded by armed guards, and we were 
escorted to analyze the VSD in a room with no windows, escorted to analyze the VSD in a room with no windows, 
and one computer (without a printer).and one computer (without a printer).

•• One monitor to review all of our research activities.One monitor to review all of our research activities.

•• NO VSD INTERFACENO VSD INTERFACE..

•• CDC assembled our VSD dataset in piecesCDC assembled our VSD dataset in pieces, so that only , so that only 
one type of vaccine was provided per dataset.one type of vaccine was provided per dataset.

•• CDC publication reCDC publication re--analysis datasets contained no raw analysis datasets contained no raw 
VSD data, VSD data, only final datasets with summary VSD dataonly final datasets with summary VSD data..

•• We were eventually able to run some preliminary programs We were eventually able to run some preliminary programs 
to begin to analyze the DTaP vaccine dataset.to begin to analyze the DTaP vaccine dataset.



CongressmanCongressman
Dr. Dave WeldonDr. Dave Weldon

Expresses his ViewsExpresses his Views
About Our Access to the About Our Access to the 

VSD DatabaseVSD Database

Letter to Dr. Julie Gerberding, Director, CDCLetter to Dr. Julie Gerberding, Director, CDC
31 October 200331 October 2003



““The only way these issues are going to be resolved The only way these issues are going to be resolved –– and I have only and I have only 
mentioned a few of them mentioned a few of them –– is by making this particular dataset and the is by making this particular dataset and the 

entire VSD database open for independent analysis. One such entire VSD database open for independent analysis. One such 
independent researcher, Dr. Mark Geier, has already been approveindependent researcher, Dr. Mark Geier, has already been approved by d by 

the CDC and the various IRBs to access this dataset. They have the CDC and the various IRBs to access this dataset. They have 
requested the CDC allow them to access this dataset. They have requested the CDC allow them to access this dataset. They have 

requested the CDC allow them to access this dataset and your starequested the CDC allow them to access this dataset and your staff ff 
indicated to my office that they would make this particular dataindicated to my office that they would make this particular dataset set 

available after the Pediatrics study is published. Earlier this available after the Pediatrics study is published. Earlier this month the month the 
CDC had prepared three similar datasets for this researcher to rCDC had prepared three similar datasets for this researcher to review to eview to 

allow him to reanalyze CDC study datasets. However when they accallow him to reanalyze CDC study datasets. However when they accessed essed 
the datasets the datasets –– which the researchers paid the CDC to assemble which the researchers paid the CDC to assemble –– the the 

datasets were found to have no usable data in them. I request thdatasets were found to have no usable data in them. I request that you at you 
personally intervene with those in the CDC who are assembling thpersonally intervene with those in the CDC who are assembling this is 
dataset to ensure that they provide the complete dataset, in a udataset to ensure that they provide the complete dataset, in a usable sable 

format, to these researchers within two weeks. format, to these researchers within two weeks. The treatment that these The treatment that these 
wellwell--published researchers have received from the CDC thus far as beepublished researchers have received from the CDC thus far as been n 
abysmal and embarrassingabysmal and embarrassing. I would also be curious to know whether Dr. . I would also be curious to know whether Dr. 

Verstraeten, an outside researcher for more than two years now, Verstraeten, an outside researcher for more than two years now, was was 
required to go through the same process as Dr. Geier in order torequired to go through the same process as Dr. Geier in order to continue continue 

accessing the VSD.accessing the VSD.””



Phase V:Phase V:

VSD Access at the RDC VSD Access at the RDC 
Part IIPart II

2929--30 January 200430 January 2004



•• TWO MONITORS EMPLOYED TO REVIEW ALL OF OUR TWO MONITORS EMPLOYED TO REVIEW ALL OF OUR 
RESEARCH ACTIVIESRESEARCH ACTIVIES..

•• TOTAL INABILITY TO ACCESS PRINTOUTS TOTAL INABILITY TO ACCESS PRINTOUTS –– THE THE 
REPRESENTATIVE FROM THE RDC WHO HAD ACCESS REPRESENTATIVE FROM THE RDC WHO HAD ACCESS 
TO THIS ROOM DECIDED TO GO ON A 3 HOUR LUNCH TO THIS ROOM DECIDED TO GO ON A 3 HOUR LUNCH 
BREAKBREAK..

•• THE MONITORS DECIDED TO EMPLOY NEW DISCLOSURE THE MONITORS DECIDED TO EMPLOY NEW DISCLOSURE 
REVIEW PROCEDURES LIMITING THE AMOUNT OF DATA REVIEW PROCEDURES LIMITING THE AMOUNT OF DATA 
THAT WE WERE ABLE TO VIEW ON OUR PRINTOUTS (For THAT WE WERE ABLE TO VIEW ON OUR PRINTOUTS (For 
example, they decided to allow us to not be able to view example, they decided to allow us to not be able to view 
data on printouts with numeric counts < 5, even through data on printouts with numeric counts < 5, even through 
the Verstraeten et al. study published in Pediatrics in the Verstraeten et al. study published in Pediatrics in 
November 2003 contains numeric counts < 5 in multiple November 2003 contains numeric counts < 5 in multiple 
places)places)..



Example of a Printout from our VSD Access Session that had Example of a Printout from our VSD Access Session that had 
Undergone the New Disclosure Review ProcedureUndergone the New Disclosure Review Procedure



Phase VI:Phase VI:

CDC CallsCDC Calls
to end our Access toto end our Access to

the VSD Databasethe VSD Database
(Note: CDC sent this letter only to the HMOs, even ones with no (Note: CDC sent this letter only to the HMOs, even ones with no data in data in 

our VSD dataset, but NEVER to us.)our VSD dataset, but NEVER to us.)

13 February 200413 February 2004



•• Three days following our presentation to the Institute of Three days following our presentation to the Institute of 
Medicine hearing on Medicine hearing on ‘‘Vaccines & Autism,Vaccines & Autism,’’ (9 February 2004) (9 February 2004) 
where we presented some early results from our analysis where we presented some early results from our analysis 
of the VSD database, Jeane Santoli, Acting Director for of the VSD database, Jeane Santoli, Acting Director for 
Science, NIP, CDC sent a letter to all the HMOs that had Science, NIP, CDC sent a letter to all the HMOs that had 
provided access to their data in the VSD.provided access to their data in the VSD.

CDC Accusations:CDC Accusations:

•• Protocol Issue (1): Geiers compared autism rates in those Protocol Issue (1): Geiers compared autism rates in those 
receiving 100 mg of thimerosal from DTaP to those receiving 100 mg of thimerosal from DTaP to those 
receiving zero mg from DTaP.receiving zero mg from DTaP.

•• Protocol Issue (2): Geiers attempted to merge datasets Protocol Issue (2): Geiers attempted to merge datasets ––
creating more complete medical records on subjectscreating more complete medical records on subjects

•• Confidentiality Concerns: A VSD file was misnamed.   Confidentiality Concerns: A VSD file was misnamed.   



All the HMOs Suspend All the HMOs Suspend 
our Access to the VSD our Access to the VSD 

DatabaseDatabase

February 2004 February 2004 –– June 2004June 2004



Phase VII:Phase VII:

We Appeal the HMOs We Appeal the HMOs 
Suspension Decisions Suspension Decisions 

February 2004 February 2004 –– TodayToday



In response to the In response to the 
suspensions we received suspensions we received 

from each of the HMOs, we from each of the HMOs, we 
prepared a formal letter to prepared a formal letter to 

each where we categorically each where we categorically 
denied the baseless denied the baseless 

allegations made by Dr. allegations made by Dr. 
Santoli.Santoli.



Significant Points Addressed in Our Letter:Significant Points Addressed in Our Letter:

•• CDC VSD Assembled Datasets CDC VSD Assembled Datasets DID NOT CONTAINDID NOT CONTAIN: : names, addresses, names, addresses, 
zip codes, state of residences, phone numbers, HMO membership zip codes, state of residences, phone numbers, HMO membership 
information or center of examination for each patientinformation or center of examination for each patient –– Each patient Each patient 
identified by a randomly assigned number, distinct in each datasidentified by a randomly assigned number, distinct in each dataset.et.

•• We only accessed VSD Table codes provided to us by CDC that wereWe only accessed VSD Table codes provided to us by CDC that were
specified in our proposals.specified in our proposals.

•• We examined the VSD in the RDC under the supervision of a monitoWe examined the VSD in the RDC under the supervision of a monitor r 
and with the CDCand with the CDC’’s stringent access rules.s stringent access rules.

•• We ran no illegal programs, and the illegal file name was an accWe ran no illegal programs, and the illegal file name was an accidental idental 
error that was in fact caught by our computer programmer and broerror that was in fact caught by our computer programmer and brought ught 
to the attention of the monitor.to the attention of the monitor.

•• We resent the implication that we would try, even if we could, wWe resent the implication that we would try, even if we could, which we hich we 
could not, to breach patient confidentiality. We have always andcould not, to breach patient confidentiality. We have always and will will 
continue to guard patient confidentiality with the greatest carecontinue to guard patient confidentiality with the greatest care..



RESULT:RESULT:

Northern California Kaiser Northern California Kaiser 
Permanente Reinstates our Permanente Reinstates our 
Access to Their Data in VSDAccess to Their Data in VSD

22 July 200422 July 2004



CONCLUSION:CONCLUSION:
•• (1) External researchers should be immediately given unrestricte(1) External researchers should be immediately given unrestricted d 

access to the VSD database updated through 2000, prepared withouaccess to the VSD database updated through 2000, prepared without t 
any patient identifying information such as names, addresses, ziany patient identifying information such as names, addresses, zip p 
codes, state of residences, phone numbers, HMO membership codes, state of residences, phone numbers, HMO membership 
information or center of examination for each patient information or center of examination for each patient –– Each patient Each patient 
should identified by a randomly assigned number, just as presentshould identified by a randomly assigned number, just as presently ly 
done in the VAERS database;done in the VAERS database;

•• (2) In addition to providing the VSD database updated through 20(2) In addition to providing the VSD database updated through 2000, 00, 
the CDC needs to develop a protocol to allow external researcherthe CDC needs to develop a protocol to allow external researchers s 
have access to additional VSD datasets as the VSD database is have access to additional VSD datasets as the VSD database is 
updated on a periodic basis;updated on a periodic basis;

•• (3) External researchers should be immediately given unrestricte(3) External researchers should be immediately given unrestricted d 
access to VSD datasets containing raw VSD data from CDC access to VSD datasets containing raw VSD data from CDC 
publications that utilized VSD data, prepared without any patienpublications that utilized VSD data, prepared without any patient t 
identifying information. identifying information. If the CDC no longer has the raw VSD data, or if If the CDC no longer has the raw VSD data, or if 
intermediate datasets from the studies no longer exist, the studintermediate datasets from the studies no longer exist, the studies will ies will 
never be able to be confirmed by independent researchers, then tnever be able to be confirmed by independent researchers, then the he 
published studies must be withdrawn from the peerpublished studies must be withdrawn from the peer--reviewed literature.reviewed literature.


